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From The Supervisor

Recently, some incorrect information 
was disseminated regarding Cannon 
Township’s sewer rates, our relationship 
with Kent District Library, and the Silver 
Lake Country Club development.

SEWER RATES
Please allow this article to provide the 
facts regarding not only rates, but the 
unsurpassed efforts Cannon Township 
has employed to maintain the safest and 
most efficient system in the entire North 
Kent Sewer Authority.

In 2012, Cannon Township formed 
a new sewer committee made up of 
representatives of the Silver Lake, 
Bostwick Lake and Lake Bella Vista 
associations, as well as the director 
of the North Kent Sewer facility and 
the Cannon Township engineer, clerk, 
treasurer, and supervisor.

The committee’s first task was to 
determine the health of the sewer 
by robotically filming every inch of 
the system. We used that empirical 
data to develop a thirty-year capital 
improvement plan, including funding 
projections employing bonds and 
cash payments. When the committee 
was formed, the sewer fund balance 
contained insufficient funds to handle 
an emergency. The committee set a goal 
of maintaining a fund balance of no less 
than one million dollars, and we began 
to build up reserves pursuant to our 
long-range plan so that we could pay 
cash for improvements when it made 
financial sense to do so.

Since 2012, we have adhered to our 
capital improvement plan, and have 
never strayed from our commitment to 
not raise rates beyond three percent
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per year. We are the only community 
to accomplish this. Cannon Township 
currently has a flat sewer rate of 
$162.00, which represents a 3 percent 
increase from last year’s rate, which is 
billed quarterly. The 3 percent increase 
annually is designed to keep up with 
standard inflation rates. We will not 
increase rates beyond that number.

The misinformation mentioned above 
stated that the City of Rockford’s rates 
were far less than Cannon’s. The truth 
is that Rockford’s rates are billed and 
structured a little differently than 
Cannon’s rate. Rockford charges the 
following rates per month, and bills on a 
bimonthly basis (every two months): 
• Ready to Serve Sewer Fees: $16.23
• North Kent Sewer Authority (NKSA) 
Fees: $21.52
• Commodity Charge: $3.82 per 1,000 
gallons of metered water use

If we assume the average house uses 
4,500 gallons of water a month, which 
Rockford considers typical of a single-
family residence, the Commodity 
Charge can be calculated by multiplying 
4.5 by $3.82, which equates to $17.19 
per month. Adding all of the above 
fees totals $54.94 per month. We can 
then multiple that value by 3 to get 
$164.82 which is comparable to the 
$162.00 quarterly rate that Cannon 
charges. Though the quarterly rate is 
comparable, Rockford does not employ 
the proactive approach to system 
maintenance mentioned above.

The fact is that Cannon Township is a 
model of a proactive, cost effective, 
long-range approach to sewer 
maintenance that maximizes the safety 
and effectiveness of the system.

SILVER LAKE COUNTRY CLUB
Silver Lake Country Club ceased 
operating several years ago. Since then, 
because it has not been maintained, it 

has become overgrown and unsightly.  
A developer purchased the property 
and originally proposed a high-density 
housing development that would have 
greatly increased traffic on Belding Road 
and placed a huge burden on our sewer 
system.  

Cannon Township has adopted 
restrictive sewer and density rules that 
effectively made that development 
untenable. These rules were necessary 
to protect the sewer system and 
maintain the character of the township. 

The developer came back with an 
amended plan, but it was not much 
better.  We then approached Kent 
County with the idea of turning the 
vast majority of the old course into a 
county park.  A benefactor was found 
to purchase the golf course and donate 
it to the county. This was completed 
on the condition that the developer 
be allowed to propose a much smaller 
development on the remaining land.  

Recently, the developer submitted the 
plan to the Planning Commission.  It 
consists of 13 condominiums with four 
separate large lots on Pinehurst and 31 
homes north of Greenbrier. The plan is 
to eventually connect the park to what 
is currently Pando Ski Area via a walkway 
under Belding Road.  Pando will then 
become a second public park.   

We anticipate that the final plan will be 
brought before the Township Board for 
approval sometime this summer.  The 
Cannon Township Board is committed 
to preserving Cannon’s character by 
preserving open land where it is feasible 
to do so. This has many benefits, not the 
least of which is a mitigation of traffic 
density on Belding Road.  

Under the leadership of Parks and
Recreation Chair Joe Gavan, Cannon is 
expanding our trails, as well as
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expanding Townsend Park.  For many 
generations to come, Cannon will 
be a place where families can come 
and enjoy the land we are protecting 
from traditional development. 

KENT DISTRICT LIBRARY
Rumors have come to my attention 
that Cannon Township wants to sever 
ties with the Kent District Library 
(KDL). This, too, is false. 

The Cannon Township Board, 
together with the City of Rockford 
and Algoma and Courtland 
Townships, explored the idea of 
maintaining the Krause Memorial 
KDL Branch in Rockford as an 
independent entity, run by a library 
board made up of community 
representatives. A public hearing was 
held on December 8, which included 
representatives of KDL. The elected 
officials presented the concept and 
listened to the views of the residents. 

At the end of the hearing, the 
audience was asked if it would 
financially contribute to a sorely 
needed capital improvement 
campaign to increase the size and 
capacity of Krause Memorial Library. 
Virtually everyone in attendance 
raised their hand. Based on that 
input, the committee of communities 

tasked me with negotiating an 
arrangement with Lance Werner, 
executive director of KDL, so we 
could continue our relationship 
with KDL, but also make sure the 
financial interests of our residents are 
protected. 

The result was a commitment to 
decrease the millage rate sought 
by KDL from 1.28 to 1.10, a 14% 
savings per household countywide. 
Additionally, KDL agreed to 
contribute up to $35,000 toward the 
capital improvement fundraising 
campaign for the expansion of 
the Krause Memorial Library and 
committed to work with us to ensure 
that adults and children will continue 
to enjoy the library for decades to 
come.
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Treasurer’s Report
PLAN ACCORDINGLY

Summer Property Tax bills should arrive 
the first week of July.

While payment is due upon receipt, the 
final day that we can accept your payment 
without interest is September 14, 2022. 
If you have a mortgage/escrow company 
that has requested your bill, you will see a 
mortgage company code and a note that 
your bill is an “Informational Copy Only”.  
Keep in mind that the date that we receive 
the payment is considered the date paid.  
Postmarks do not apply.  There have 
also been significant delays in receiving 
payments through bank Bill Pay services.  
The Bill Pay processing times are longer 
than you may expect.  Although funds 
leave your account, it does not mean a 
check is sent the same day.  The bank has 
their own internal processes, accounting, 
and security that often takes 3-5 calendar 
days, followed by the post office transit 
time.  Please allow 3 weeks processing 
time if you will be using this feature.

If you have any questions, please call 
David at (616) 884-2201 or Judy at 
(616) 884-2202. Thank you, and have an 
enjoyable safe summer.

David Spencer
Treasurer

From The Supervisor (CONTINUED)
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Clerk’s Corner

If you are registered to vote in Cannon 
Township, you should have received 
a new voter information card from 
the Clerk’s Office due to statewide 
redistricting.

Your voter card was issued only for 
informational purposes. This card is 
for your records. You will not need this 
card to vote. The card indicates where 
your precinct is located and which 
district you live in. (Due to redistricting, 
Cannon’s State Senate number 
changed from 28 to 33, and our State 
Representative number has changed 
from 73 to 90.)

Please review the precinct information. 
Two of the precinct locations in Cannon 
have changed. 

CANNON PRECINCT LOCATIONS

Precincts 1 – 2 – 3 
Bella Vista Church
5100 Belding Road NE
Rockford, MI 49341
Please enter through southeast rear 
door.

Precinct 4
Cannon Township Center
6878 Belding Road NE
Rockford, MI 49341

Precincts 5 – 6
Crossroads Wesleyan Church
8331 Myers Lake Avenue
Rockford, MI 49341

If you are on our Permanent Absentee 
Voter List, you are still on the list. If 
you would like to be added to our 
Permanent Absentee List visit the 
Elections page on cannontwp.org, and 
click on “Add me to the Permanent 
Absentee Voter List.” 

Cannon’s 2022 Election Schedule: For 
a candidate listing, visit AccessKent 
(accesskent.com).
State Primary Election: August 2nd
State General Election: November 8th

For Up-to-date voter information, 
to change or cancel your voter 
registration, register to vote, or check 
ballot status during an election; visit 
the Michigan Voter Information Center 
(mvic.sos.state.mi.us).

CANNON TOWNSHIP’S CLERK’S OFFICE HAS 
ISSUED NEW VOTER IDENTIFICATION CARDS

KDL’s Summer Wonder program 
runs from June 1 - August 13 (kdl.
org/summer). Krause Memorial has 
awesome programs lined up this 
summer!  See kdl.org/events, our 
printed brochure, or Facebook page 
for details.

KDL’s free lunch program is back! Kids 
ages 2-18 (up to age 26 with different 
mental/physical abilities) can enjoy 
nutritious lunches at the Krause 
Memorial Branch from 12:00-1:00 pm 
(M-F), June 6-August 12. For more 
information visit //kdl.org/lunch.

A Note from 
Krause Memorial 
Library

Deb Diepenhorst
Clerk

The township is in the process 
of restoring headstones in the 
Cannonsburg Cemetery, located at 
5600 Sunfish Lake. If you are interested 
in volunteering to assist with this 
project, please visit the cemetery 
page and click “volunteer” or contact 
Deb Diepenhorst at ddiepenhorst@
cannontwp.org.

Volunteer 
Opportunity



CANNON TRAIL
Construction of the Myers Lake/9 Mile 
section is currently underway and 
should be completed by mid June.

PICKLEBALL COURTS/
ICE-SKATING RINK
The Township has updated, improved, 
and resubmitting a grant application to 
fund pickleball courts that will double 
as an ice-skating rink during winter 
months.
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Joe Gavan
Trustee

Chair, Parks & Rec Committee

Parks & Recreation Committee

Gypsy/Spongy Moth Update
After months of planning and preparation, the Gypsy/Spongy Moth 
counteroffensive was executed on 5/23/2022.  Should this leaf-eating 
invader continue to thrive on Cannon greenery, the Township will consider 
another dose of Btk next spring.  Special thanks to Neal Swanson of Aquatic 
Consultants who guided the entire process. 



With spring here and summer shortly 
around the corner, this is the time of 
year we begin to see more recreational 
vehicles stored on properties. The 
Cannon Township Zoning Ordinance 
addresses the storage of recreational 
vehicles on private property.

If storing a recreational vehicle outside, 
the vehicles must be no closer than five 
feet to any side or rear property line. 
Cannon Township allows for recreational 
vehicles with sleeping accommodations 
to be used on a property for no more 
than 48 hours if the vehicle is owned by 
the property owner or by a guest of the 
property owner. Finally, no recreational 

vehicle is to be parked on any street, 
alley, or other public place for more than 
two hours.

Date Event Time Location
6/13/2022 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
6/14/2022 Planning Commission Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center
6/15/2022 Sewer Committee Meeting 9:00am Cannon Township Center
6/20/2022 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center
6/27/2022 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
7/1/2022 Sewer Bills Mailed Out Cannon Township Center
7/1/2022 Summer Tax Bills Mailed Out Cannon Township Center
7/4/2022 Office Closed - Fourth of July  Cannon Township Center
7/11/2022 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
7/12/2022 Planning Commission Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center

7/18/2022 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center
7/20/2022 Sewer Committee Meeting 9:00am Cannon Township Center
7/25/2022 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
7/30/2022 Office Open for Absentee Ballots 7:00am - noon Cannon Township Center
7/31/2022 Office Open for Absentee Ballots 9:00am - noon Cannon Township Center
7/31/2022 Sewer Bills Due  Cannon Township Center
8/1/2022 Last Day to Vote Absentee Ballot (in office) 8:00am - 4:00pm     Cannon Township Center
8/2/2022 State Primary Election Polls open 7:00am - 8:00pm Visit www.cannontwp.org for Polling info
8/8/2022 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
8/9/2022 Planning Commission Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center
8/15/2022 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center
8/17/2022 Sewer Committee Meeting 9:00am Cannon Township Center
8/22/2022 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
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Dates are subject to change. Please check for cancellations or changes on the Township website: www.cannontwp.org.
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Dates To Remember

Edmund Lockhart
Zoning Administrator / Assistant Planner

elockhart@cannontwp.org 
616-884-2206

From The Zoning Department
KNOW THE ORDINANCES - RECREATIONAL VEHICLES



Deb Diepenhorst
Clerk
ddiepenhorst@cannontwp.org
• Cemetery
• Fire & Law Enforcement
• Personnel
• Parks & Rec
• Facilities
• Elections
• GVMC Rep
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Cannon Township Center
6878 Belding Road, Rockford, MI 49341

Main Office: 616-874-6966
Zoning Administrator: 616-884-2206

Steve Grimm
Supervisor
sgrimm@cannontwp.org
• Fire & Law Enforcement
• Sewer
• Communications
• Personnel
• Finance
• Elections

@CannonTownship
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Jim Alles
Trustee
jalles@cannontwp.org
• Roads
• Sewer

Terry Brod
Trustee
tbrod@cannontwp.org
• Planning Commission
• Facilities
• Roads
• GVMC Transportation Rep

Katie DeBoer
Trustee
kdeboer@cannontwp.org
• Zoning Board of Appeals

Joe Gavan
Trustee
jgavan@cannontwp.org
• Parks & Rec
• Communications

David Spencer
Treasurer
dspencer@cannontwp.org
• Finance
• Personnel
• Elections
• Facilities
• Parks & Rec
• Communications
• Rockford Area Foundation Rep cannontwp.org

Here To Serve You
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